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EDITORIAL

jonathan downes

Dear Friends,

Let me first apologise for the lateness of this
issue. It was meant to come out in January
but as you will read we went to Bolam Lake
on a beast hunt and production was put back
a couple of weeks. Then there have been no
end of technical problems, but everything
seems to be under control now. The
yearbooks have also been affected by the
technical problems but all things being equal
we intend for them to be out very soon.

Now for the good news! Richard and I are
speaking at the Unconvention this year about
three of the more astounding adventures of
the CFZ over the past twelve months. We
shall also be putting together an exhibition
bigger and better than last year's, and all in
all to quote the playbills for Pablo Fanque's
Fair: A splendid time is guaranteed for all.

After months of indecision we have decided
that there WILL be a Weird Weekend this
year. It will probably be in September and
we will be making announcements about the
date, venue (probably the Cowick Barton),
and a full list of speakers very soon.

We are in the early stages of putting together
plans for relocating the CFZ to a rural
location where we can have a permanent
visitors centre and library. We are presently
talking to various agencies about grant
monies and with luck, a substantial full time
exhibition may eventually result.

We have a number of expeditions in the
planning stages, and we are looking for
volunteers to join us both at home and
abroad. If you are interested please get in
touch. Over the past few years the emphasis
of the CFZ has changed from being a
magazine based project to a far greater
emphasis on fieldwork. We are looking for
people who want to become involved - all
over the world - on a range of exciting
projects. We are now the biggest and fastest
growing cryptozoological organisation in the
world and intend to stay that way.

Until next time,
Slainte mhor

Jonathan Downes (Director)

The great days of zoology
owenotdone.....................
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10 years ago, just after the formation of the
Centre for Fortean Zoology, scientists sadly
announced the first British mammal
extinction since the wolf. Now, according to
BBC News, on Wednesday, 18 December
2002, reports of the extinction of the greater
mouse-eared bat, like the oft-quoted report
of the death of Mark Twain, appear to have

w @ been premature. A young male specimen
G ‘v was found hibernating in Sussex, on 14
w s F December during a periodic winter check of

known hibernation sites. Hopes are rising

edited and compiled byjon and richard  that the species may have managed to
survive in the UK. An elderly female was

x found in January 2001, not far from where

NEW AND \\ the latest discovery was made, but she died

within a few days. The species as a whole

P ED'SCOVEP ED has declined sharply across its northwest

European range over the last 30 years. (See
Box)

David King of the Sussex Bat Group told the
BBC: "Our members recognised this one
straight away, and ringed it, so if we find one
next summer we'll know whether it's the same
bat or a different one. [..] We have quite strong
hopes now that the greater mouse-eared bat is
not extinct here after all.”

This bat was common in Europe until about
1950. In the late 1940s there used to be
very large colonies of Mouse-eared Bats in
the Netherlands, but by 1970 the species
had virtually become extinct.

During the 1950s and 1960s a colony of
3,000 in a Polish church disappeared, as
well as other colonies in the Ardennes of
Belgium and Luxembourg.

TH E BATS AI N ’T By 1991 the Greater Mouse-eared Bat had
b | inated in the L
LEFT THE BELFRY | &hecmarcae o " "
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OOK!

Good news for the endangered Bornean Orang
Utan with the discovery of a population of up
to 2,500 specimens hiding deep in the forests
of Borneo. It is believed that these rare apes
are living out of sight in a remote lowland
region of East Kalimantan. If this discovery is
confirmed, it will raise the number of known
orang-utans in the world by about 10%. This
astounding discovery is a great boost to hopes
that the species may be saved from extinction
in the wild. The claim, has been made by
researchers from the US-based conservation
group Nature Conservancy, and is based on
signs of nests made by the apes.

These apes are almost completely arboreal and
hardly ever descend to the surface of the forest
floor. Each nest, which is constructed from
twisted plants and foliage, will be inhabited by
a solitary male, or by a female and young.
However, Richard Freeman from the CFZ
would like to point out that orang utans do not
sleep in the same nest over and over again.
They make a succession of nests, and so
sightings of 30 nests do not necessarily mean a
population of 30 of these highly endangered
great apes. BBC News made the original report
on Tuesday, 26 November 2002.

PLAYING POSSUM

Australian news agencies announced, on
November 25, 2002, that a new species of
brushtailed possum had been discovered.
Although it is good news for the biodiversity
of the world when a new species are
uncovered, this discovery of this small
arboreal marsupial is less exciting than some
others. The animals have been known for
many years but it has only been in the last few
months that researchers at the Australian

National University have found. That Northern
and southern populations of the mountain
brushtail possum are both morphologically and
genetically distinct.

Ironically, genetic data was collected during
2001 when the scientists were investigating
biological controls for the related common
brushtail, which have become a serious pest in
New Zealand.

Northern mountain brushtails in the forests of
New South Wales and Queensland have smaller
ears, shorter feet, and a longer, brushier tail than
those in Victorian forests to the south. Genetic
distances of 2.7 percent to three percent between
the southern and northern populations of
mountain brushtails further support their species
status.

It is proposed that the northern species should be
called the short-eared possum, reflecting its
distinctly smaller ear, although it would retain
the scientific name Trichosurus caninus. This is
because the species was originally named using
specimens from the northern population in the
1830s.

The southern species will retain the common
name, mountain brushtail possum, but gain a
new scientific name, Trichosurus cunninghami.
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NUTTY DISCOVERY ON
MOA ISLAND

Also from Australia is news of a new species
of fruit bat. We are indebted to Darren Naish
for news of the discovery of Pteropus
banakrisi. He writes: “It's from Moa Island
(just north of Cape York Peninsula) and is
unusual in being the smallest fruit bat
reported thus far and in having a crested
skull, war short robust teeth and powerful jaw
muscles. Apparently it may be a nut cracker, a
niche available to bats on Moa Island because
of the low mammalian diversity there.”

OPHIDIAN EPITAPH

Whereas the discovery of a new species of
colubrid and in one of the tropical rain forests
would not be particularly surprising, the
discovery of a new snake in North America is
a rare piece of news indeed. The new snake,
and a corn snake that has been named Elaphe
slowinskii exists only in the pine groves of
western Louisiana and eastern Texas.

Its name is particularly poignant. Zoologist
Frank T. Burbrink, who discovered the species
named it after his mentor, Dr. Joseph
Slowinski of California. who was fatally bitten
by a krait on September 11th 2001 - but whose
death was eclipsed by a far greater tragedy.

REIGN OF FROGS

Whereas it has to be said. that no one really
says that there are no more new species to be
discovered any more. when BBC News

announced on 11™ October 2002 that more
than 100 new species of frogs have been found

inhabiting a small
tropical rainforest in
somewhat of overkill,
profound ignorance of
diversity.

and threatened patch of
Sri Larika, it Sinacks
and underscored our
the natural world's

An international team of biologists led by
Christopher ~ Schneider of Boston have
announced the discovery of between 100 and
140 new frog species in a paper for Science.

Dr Schneider said: "We have only just begun the
process of describing them and giving them
names. They range in size from about an inch to
four inches and come in all colours."”

Some of the newly found frogs lay eggs in the
forest leaf litter that develop directly into tiny
froglets, bypassing the typical tadpole phase. Dr
Schneider said this adaptation may explain why
these species have managed to survive in
a rainforest that in recent decades had dwindled
dramatically.

"By skipping the aquatic [stage], they may
bypass a life stage when they are more
vulnerable,” he said.

The scientists also compared their frogs with
other specimens collected more than a century
ago.

They found that up to 100 species that had been
collected in Sri Lanka more than 100 years ago
were not among the current finds, suggesting
they may since have been driven to extinction.
However it does raise interesting questions about
the rate of speciation within amphibia as a
whole.

You will know a civilisation by its frogs
Charles Hoy Fort
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LAKE AND SEA
MONSTERS

ELASMOBRANCH
SHANK

On Wednesday, September 18, 2002, the
Halifax Herald announced the discovery of a
strange, decomposing, carcass between six and
seven metres in length on a rocky beach in
Annapolis County, Nova Scotia. Although it
cannot be seen on this photograph, the body
has reported to have what appears to be a long
neck. It is probable from an examination of
this photograph that the deceased creature was
a basking shark. The fibrous nature of the flesh
is indicative of decomposing cartilage, and the
sheer size would indicate the species in
question. Bernard Heuvelmans pointed out the
way that a decomposing shark carcass can
easily be confused with that of a mysterious
sea-monster, in his seminal work In the wake
of the sea-ser pents (1968).

It is an interesting coincidence, however, that
this decomposing fish has been found in an
area noted for centuries as a hot spot for sea-

serpent sightings. Let's hope that eventually the
real thing will be found on a beach in the Bay of
Fundy.

COELENTRATE
CONVENTION

On 28" November 2002 Ananova reported that a
plague of giant jellyfish had been infesting the
Sea of Japan since mid-August. The species,
identified as Stomolophus nomurai, were first
found in 1920, said Toru Yasuda, a marine
biologist formerly at Fukui University, but such
enormous numbers have not been reported since
1958. It is not known why a plague of this size
has occurred at this time, but the spectre of
global-warming has once again been invoked as
a possible explanation.

Despite their size these colossal coelenterates are
harmless to humans. Although they are of a
known species, the appearance of such giants is
an encouraging sign to cryptozoologists.

In his book From Flying Toads to Snakes with
Wings (1997), Karl Shuker discusses a number
of giant jellyfish, some of which he hypothesises
may well be new species.
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Longman’s Beaked Whale washed up in Japan
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the world. In some cases. these are the |
intact specimens ot that particular specics ever
to have been found. On Boxing Day,
Associated Press, announced that a specimen
of Longman’s Beaked Whale, (Mesoplodon
pacificus), found on a beach in Japan last
July, was the most complete ever found.

In August Reuters announced that another
example of the same species had been washed
up in South Africa, and on 21st January 2003
the New Zealand Herald announced that a 4
metre female Grey’s Beaked Whalc (. greyi),
had been washed up on Waiheke Island. A
marine mammal biologist.  Dr Rochelle
Constantine, of the University ol Auckland.
said so little was known about this specics
than it was impossible to know whether it was
rare or not.

Pygmy Sperm Whale on a Devon
Beach

Closer to home, another rare whale - a fully-
grown female pygmy sperm whale (Kogia
breviceps), was washed up on an unnamed
Devon beach. Typically the CFZ were only
informed of this in a telephone call from Tim

Grey's Beaked Whale
in New Zealand

In a refreshing change to the other news in the
section, an item of rare cetacean news featuring a
living and healthy animal. On September 20th,
2002 the first northern right whale calf to be seen
in the eastern North Pacific Ocean in a century
was reported by the National Marine Fisheries.
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Northern right whales (Eubalaena glacialis),
are possibly the most endangered whales on
the planet. Their name comes from the fact

"The first flag that went up was the size of the
footprint he gave. From the thousands of
legitimate calls the BFRO gets, it was clear the

that they were the “right” whales to be footprint he described was too big for the size of

harvested. They grow very slowly and live to
an immense age. Analysis of a specimen
harpooned during the 1960s showed that this
beast - killed in its prime during the heyday of
the Beatles - was probably born at about the
same time as Mozart. Because of their long
lives, they breed incredibly slowly, and
although the sighting of a right whale calf is
tremendously exciting, it will not be until our
grand children are grown-up that scientists
will know whether this species have any real
chance of survival.

MAN&BEASTS
MOJAVE MONKEYS

On November 25, 2002 the Mohave Valley
News laid one of the more notorious Bigfoot
stories of recent years to an untimely rest.
However, they reported that although the
original report that brought Bigfoot
Researchers to the town of Bullhead City in
October had been a hoax there was still
evidence that the hairy hominid may well still
be found within the area. Brad Mortensen and
Will Wicklund are Arizona investigators with
the BFRO  (Bigfoot Field Research
Organisation). They were investigating a
report left on the organization's website in
October.

“BF RO labeled that sighting as a hoax. It was
submitted by a |7-year-old boy and he lied in
several parts. That, coupled with the fact that
we found absolutely nothing led us to
determine it was a hoax, " Mortensen said.

the creature he gave."

In spite of the hoax, Mortensen said he hasn't
given up yet because the organization has
received a report of another sighting in the
Bullhead City area. "We have since had another
report. They named one physical characteristic
that was identical to a report from Kingman
back in the '70s. Some of the features are almost
identical and the one (characteristic) is not real
common." Mortensen said he hesitates to name
the physical feature because it "would just give
merit to anyone who wanted to jerk our chain."

Then another Bullhead City resident came
forward with what he believes may be a link to
the recent local stories. Fred Eck, who is a
history buff and past executive director of the
Bullhead Area Chamber of Commerce
remembers some Mojave Indian legends that fit
the description of Bigfoot. "This was told to me
by Sandy McDonald about 1986 or 1987, 15
years ago at least. He seemed to know an awful
lot about the legends. | met him when [ was the
manager of the chamber,” Eck said. According
to Eck, Sandy McDonald was an elder in the
Fort Mojave Indian Tribe who has since died. He
said McDonald told him two stories about signs
of big creatures in the area.

"There were legends of giant men that lived in
the Spirit Mountains at one time. They were
seven or eight foot tall. The Mojaves feared them
because of their size. The other story, I'm not
sure if he had seen it or it was part of a legend.
The way Sandy told me there was a time when he
or somebody had gone down along Topock
Marsh and they saw these big footprints. They
weren't animal; not dog or webbed foot ducks or
anything, but a humanoid type of footprints.
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They came out of the water and went up so
many feet on the bank and then just
disappeared,” Eck said.

WOOING THE
ANTHROPOID LOBBY
WAS A WINNER

It is almost unprecedented for this magazine it
to cover political news. However, we feel it
important to note that on November the 5®
2002 Democrat Ted Kulongoski defeated
Republican Kevin Mannix in Oregon. In 1977,
Kulongoski sponsored a bill to protect Bigfoot
from harassment, with a penalty of two days of
picking up trash on state highways. Thank
you to Loren Coleman for this heartwarming
snippet of news.

PATTY
PRINT
PRIZE

On January 21* a number of US newspapers
reported that a reward of $100,000 dollars is
being offered by the Willow Creek-China Flat
Museum for anyone who can demonstrate how
the "Bigfoot" tracks that were observed in the
Bluff Creek valley in northern California in
1958 and later could have been faked. In a
bizarre synchronicity, the CFZ forked out sixty
quid for a copy of one of the prints taken after
the notorious Roger Patterson sighting from
1967 and would be delighted to be able to
recoup our money!

The museum states:

The offer also is not a prize for technological
achievement, such as being the first to build an
effective footprint-stamping machine. It relates
entirely to the question of whether the real tracks
that brought the "Bigfoot" phenomenon to public
attention could have been made by humans under
the real conditions of the times and the places
in which they appeared [...] A formal document
setting out the requirements to qualify for the
award will take time to prepare, but a successful
applicant will have to be able to make flat-
footed, humanlike tracks with more than twice
the area of human feet and longer-than-human
strides which do the following:

e  Traverse a variety of terrains,
including climbing, descending and
crossing steep slopes covered with
underbrush

e  Show variations of shape and toe
position and stride accommodating to
the terrain;

e  Sink into firm ground to far greater
depth than human footprints,
specifically, as much as an inch deep
in hard sand where human prints
barely penetrate at all;

e Leave hard objects in the ground, such
as stones, sticking up above
the rest of the track.

The applicant will also have to be able to make
these tracks under the following conditions,
although not all in combination:

e In the dark, hundreds of tracks in a
single night;

e In places where it is impossible to
bring any vehicle or other machine or
any equipment except what humans or
animals could carry

e  Without doing anything to attract the
notice of people a few hundred
yards away.
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Comments to:

WILLOW CREEK-CHINA FLAT MUSEUM
P.O. Box 102, Willow Creek, California 95573-
0102

(530) 629-2653

Interested parties may contact Jo Ann
Hereford, Board President,

530-629-3726.

Richard Freeman brandishes our sixty
quid paperweight

WEAVER IN THE
VAULT

After the death of Ray Wallace (see obituaries
this issue), newspapers around the world
claimed that “Bigfoot is Dead”. Ascan be seen
in the main or feature article in this magazine,
almost immediately BHM reports started
coming in from all over the world. The Summit
Daily News of Colorado carried a story on

January 13, 2003, which told how Trevor Denny,
an avid hiker from the town of Wildernest, was
hiking with his puppy on the Mesa Cortina trail
between Red and Buffalo mountains in the Gore
Range during June when he noticed several
footprints on the trail.

"I was looking down at my dog and [ just caught
them out of the corner of my eye,” he said of the
discovery. "My first thought was, "I wish I had a
camera.'" Denny said the footprints he found -
the largest of which measured 12 to 13
inches in length - were in the middle of the trail
and intermingled with bear paw prints. Denny
followed the footprints up the trail until they
faded away. The footprints appear human, Denny
said, with five distinct toes and no
claws. But they're far larger than any footprints
he's ever seen. "I have no idea what it could be.
But I like to keep an open mind."

KASHMIR FEAR

Reports of the North American Bigfoot appear
quite regularly in these pages. It has always been
somewhat of an irony that reports of the yeti in
Central Asia are considerably less common,
despite the fact that there is considerably more
evidence for its physical existence.

We are particularly pleased therefore to reported
that on 10-January-2003 an Indian news agency
carried an account of a 20 year-old Kashmiri
youth who was in no doubt that he had been
attacked by the Abominable Snowman. Raja
Wasim, nicknamed Raju by his parents, was
preparing to feed cattle at his uncle’s cowshed.

“He heard a strange noise among the greens in
the lawn of the house. When he turned around,
there it stood: a four-foot-tall monster, covered
with dense, dark, black hair all over, "looking
menacingly" at the youth.”
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He is quoted as saying: "There is no mistake
about what I saw. The monster had the face of
a man with monkey-like features. It was four
Sfeet tall, but extremely sturdy. It was the
Snowman. It pounced at me and | jumped
back on the veranda, shouting for help. My
uncle and his family rushed to my rescue and
the monster lazily walked away. It was hardly
frightened by the commotion."

The incident was confirmed by Raju’s uncle
Muhammad Shafi, (47). He told the Indian
press:

"After the initial appearance, we burnt fires to
scare the visitor and he rushed out of the
hedges and crossed to the other side of an
apple orchard. | saw it myself. The description
matches Raju's. In addition, the animal made
a shrill whistle when frightened. Perhaps
scared by the fires, it whistled while running
away”.

Rehman Magray, 89, and an elder of the
village says: "In our youth there used to be
very heavy snowfall. We had five metres deep
snow on the ground. There was no electricity.
The only lighting we had was from oil lamps
or resin-wood fire torches that we carried
while moving about in the dark. Almost
regularly, the Snowman would
visit this village and others close to the
mountains where heavy snow made feeding
difficult for them during harsh winters.”

Much though we would like to believe that
this is a genuine example of an encounter with
the legendary man-beast, the the animal that
the Kashmiri youth describes would seem to
have much more in common with the recent
accounts of the “Monkey Man™ which
terrorised much of the sub-continent a couple
of years ago. The phenomenon even turned up
as a name check on The Simpsons. However,
there are several accounts of smaller Yeti -

type creatures in the Kashmir area. Writing in
Modern Mysteries of the World (1990), Janet and
Colin Bord recount one such incident:

“Late January 1987, a 17 year-old youth living
in a village in northern Kashmir stepped outside
at 9:30pm carrying his fire pot - a clay pot
containing embers - when he was attacked by a
4 ft tall hairy creature standing on two legs. He
hit it with the fire pot and it squealed and ran
away. Two other villagers, who heard the noise,
looked out and saw the creature running away
on two legs. It jumped a ditch in a man-like way.
Eighteen fine red hairs were found attached to
the fire pot and sent for analysis. The hairs were
shown to come from a Himalayan brown bear”.

Richard Freeman notes that adult brown bears
are much bigger than that however, and no
known bears run on their hind legs.

SEMINAL
SASQUATCH
SUPPORTERS

The putative existence of unknown higher
primates in North America was given a
surprising seal of approval according to a
number of newspapers on the 5" January this
year when a group of the world’s most eminent
primatologists expressed their belief in the
sub ject.

e Jane Goodall, made famous by her
studies of chimpanzees in Tanzania

e Daris Swindler, recently retired after
more than 30 years at the University of
Washington, where he was an
acclaimed expert in the arcane study of
fossilized primate teeth,
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e George Schaller, International
science director for the Wildlife
Conservation Society

e  Russell Mittermeier, a trained
primatologist, herpetologist and
biological anthropologist, who has
discovered five new species of
monkey, including two last year.

e  Esteban Sarmiento, a functional
anatomist affiliated with the
American Museum of Natural
History

All  these researchers have risked their
scientific credibility by openly speculating that
Bigfoot may well exist.

Schaller remains troubled by the fact no
Bigfoot remains have been produced, nor have
any samples of faeces whose DNA can be
chemically poked and prodded to unlock the
identity of their maker. But he says:

"There have been so many sightings over the
years," he said.

"Even if you throw out 95 percent of them,
there ought to be some explanation for the
rest. The same goes for some of these tracks. |
think a hard-eyed look is absolutely essential.”
"This is immense," said author John Green,
who has tracked Bigfoot reports for almost
half a century from British Columbia and
investigated some of the most famous
sightings and track finds.

"The possibility that there could be a real
animal behind it just didn't occur to scientists
20) years ago."

00“ OF tho

WALLABIES HOP IT!

Even with a war brewing in Iraq, the weeks
before Christmas are often ones when people
working on newspapers and TV news show
worldwide are scrabbling around for news. Quite
how the Australian Broadcasting Corporation
got hold of a story, which, frankly, would not
really even have made headline news in
Denmark, where it originated, we don't know.
However on Monday, December 16, 2002 they
posted an excited headline claiming that there
was a rogue kangaroo on the loose in
Copenhagen. For some reason, even Australian
journalists, insist on labelling any hopping
marsupial as a kangaroo when, in our experience
at least, it is the much smaller Bennett’s wallaby
that has a history of fortean happenstance around
1t.

It is this species that becomes naturalised in parts
of the world where wallabies were never meant
to roam. It is this species that get hacked up by
maniacs, or putative aliens, and indeed it was a
specimen of the species - named Jerry - that had
escaped from his home at a suburban youth
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centre on November 2™ "I's a wild animal
and not easy to catch but we look for it as we
drive around,” a police spokeswoman said.

Arme Christoffersen, head of the centre, said
that the marsupial's dash for freedom had left
the kids broken-hearted. "/t was their mascot
and they have spent a lot of time looking for
"

It is strange how some stories capture the
public imagination. Quite how this one did, we
find it hard to explain, but on 10th January
2003, the media around the world were alerted
by BBC Worldwide News that Jerry had been
shot by a tranquiliser dart in the Broenshoej
neighbourhood of the city. But the story did
not end there. Jerry had always been popular
with the children at the youth centre but he
had been wild and intractable. Upon his return
everything was changed.

"Before we could not touch him, or only when
he was running, " says carer Arefa Dauti. "Now
we can touch him and feed him. When you talk
to him, he looks at you, and wants to come
near you."

From our point of view, the story of one
wallaby’s two-month holiday is hardly worth
noting. Bennett's wallabies are two a penny in
captivity, and as previously noted, they crop
up within the other pages of fortean journals
with remarkable regularity. No, the most
important thing about the story as far as we're
concerned, is the way that a piece of perfectly
innocuous and minor news based around a
children's centre in the suburbs of
Copenhagen, through the medium of global
communications became worldwide news. If
we could solve the mystery of how this
happens, then we would be far nearer to
understanding the fortean omniverse.

In an entirely unrelated incident ABC News on
Tuesday, September 17, 2002, broadcast another
weird story of a fugitive kangaroo, nicknamed
“Skippy” (with an alarming lack of imagination),
which was found wandering around the trendiest
nightclub district of Milan after having escaped
from a circus.

WATCH THE BIRDIE

There has been a spate of unusual avian arrivals
across North America in recent months. The
Douglas County News-Press announced on
November 23, 2002 that birdwatchers from all
over the continent had converged on Franktown,
Colorado to see an Arctic loon - never seen
before in North America.

Meanwhile in Anchorage, Alaska according to
the Anchorage Daily News on December 29,
2002, the annual bird count has thrown up a
number of surprises.

e The first sighting of a Swainson's thrush in
Alaska

e  Two harlequin ducks were sighted, breaking
the old record by one and making this the
fourth year the species has been counted.

e  Common goldeneye ducks broke the 1969
record at 59.

e  European starlings numbered six, one more
than the 1997 record.

e  And 9,967 Bohemian waxwings broke the
abundant 2000 record by 159.

e  Twomew gulls, which haven't been spotted
during the count since 1974, were sighted at
the mouth of Ship Creek.

e  Three herring gulls were seen for the first
time since 1986

e  glaucous-winged gulls were present for the
first time since 1993.

e  Asingle gadwall and a yellow-rumped
warbler were sighted for only the second
time in the count's history.
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e A varied thrush, was the fourth ever
spotted during the count.

RATITE
RAMBLINGS

Forteans across the United States were put on
alert for possible Jersey Devil reports when the
Atlantic City Press reported what must be the
headline of the year on November 28, 2002.
“Goat helps emu escape in Fairfield”. Duke, a
male emu had escaped from the paddock he
shared with his mate, Daisy. Duke had escaped
twice from his home in the New Jersey Pine
Barrens and the culprit turned out to be a feral
goat who had, according to his owner "become
so infatuated with the emus, he actually
carved out a place in the pen's fence to get in
and out.”

Meanwhile according to the Shropshire Star
on 8" December: “A shocked Shropshire
teacher barricaded herself in her home this
morning after she looked through her kitchen
window and saw an ostrich stalking around
the back yard of her home.”

IBIS WITH NO
TASTE

Certainly the most peculiar account of an out
of place bird on mainland Britain for some
years appeared in the Guardian on October 30,
2002. A northern bald ibis — one of the rarest
birds in the world - was discovered close to
Blackpool Pleasure Beach by a group of
children. The species is battling against
extinction, and until recently only 220 of these
birds were known to exist in the wild, in three
protected colonies in Morocco. Earlier this
year a further seven birds were found in Syria.

No-one has the slightest idea where the
Blackpool specimen came from.

In one final piece of quasi-fortean synchronicity,
just as we were putting this issue together we are
searching for a picture of the Blackpool Ibis. As
is our usual practice we typed in “+Ibis
+Blackpool” into Altavista, only to find one of
the most bizarre sets of lexilinks that we have
ever come across. Blackpool boasts an Ibis hotel,
an Ibis Cricket Club and various other
institutions that have chosen to name themselves
after these rara aves.

MANX PRANKS

The Times on November 27, 2002 published the
latest instalment in a perplexing saga involving
the wildlife of the Isle of Man. The
island, renowned as a haven for endangered
birds, has been free of foxes for centuries, and as
a result rare ground-nesting bird species have
flourished. The island is also home to a
population of stoats whose taxonomy presents
one of the enduring, minor mysteries for British
mammologists. No one seems certain whether
they are of the tiny Irish sub-species, or whether
they are something distinct. One thing is certain,
however: despite oft-stated belief, foxes do turn
up on the island every few years - and nobody
knows how.

In October the Manx Government's vermin
control officer reported sighting two fox cubs in
an area that has been kept secret for fear of
compromising a proposed cull. Fortean
Zoologists around the world, are speculating
whether the Manx government's claims that
these animals have been imported illegally are
true.

If there is indeed, a small but viable population
of foxes living on the island, surely they should
be investigated before they are destroyed. If the
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island has produced a distinct variety of stoat.
then perhaps Manx foxes are also - in some
way — unique. After all this was the island that
not only produced the tail-less cat but was also
once the home of Jef — the talking mongoosc
of Cashen’s Gap.

THE WEB OF FEAR

In November 2002, Ananova published  a
series ol accounts ol porsonous black widow
spiders  being  found  in o fruit i
supermarkets  around  the  country. Noelle
Bolzern from Merseyside was washing some
Californian  grapes when she  spotted the
creature. 1t was about the size ol a 5p piece
and was already dead. She thought i1t was
a common house spider and served the fruit to
her family. A Tesco spokesman said: "Safety is
our top priority and we have a rigorous
checking process in countries which produce
our fruit. We apologise to the family
concerned and we will be talking to the
producer in California to ensure procedures
are being followed."”

Tesco

More mcidents occurred across the country.
and over the following weeks one ot the most
bizarre conspiracy theories that we have ever
heard began to emerge. Matters came to a head
on the 28th of November when a spokesman
from Tesco's had to make an ofhcial
anneuncernent  that the company had  most
categorically not been using black  widow
spiders as part ol a campaign o keep pests ol
their frutt. The CFZ news tcam were laughing
too much to comment. Kichard Freeman later
pointed out that this would be a ridiculous
practice tor Tesco's to embrace. Not only are
black widow spiders not the optimum predator
to use n a situation like this. but in order to be
effective the management ol the fruit lams
wuuld have to breed the poisonous arachnids
in phenomenal numbers, and even lor a

multinational member of the military-industrial
complex this would be a remarkably stupid thing
to do.

SNOUT WRONG
WITH THAT

BBC Online News 7/12/02 announced that a wild
boar had been hit and Killed by a car in
Gloucestershire. Mr Keevil a computer software
engincer from Cheltenham,  saw  the  creature
emerge from the central reservation. It trotted
onto the A40 right in front of his car. He could
not avoid hitting the animal and then smashed
into a lamp-post. The dead creature was taken to
the Veterinary Investigation Centre in Somerset
for examination and DEFRA vets later confirmed
it was a wild boar. “There are some wild boars
living wild in south Kent and in Dorset, but we
have no knowledge of any living wild in
Gloucestershire.” DEFRA spokeswoman Theo
Wood said.

As a result of this publicity another small group
of out of place animals came to light — a colony
of Vietnamese Pot Bellied pigs ncar Ross on
Wye.

CANAL
CONSTRICTOR

For some years the CFZ have been following up
reports of a giant eel seen in the Birmingham
Ship Canal about fifteen years ago. However we
were not preparcd for the latest strange beast
from the area — a |5-foot python found dead in
the canal on January 23 2003. According to the
Birmingham  Evening  Mail  Inspector  Rob
Hartley. based at the RSPCA rescue centre in
Barnes Hill. said:
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"It's like something out of a horror movie. This
thing is massive; we've never seen one this big
before. It's a monster. We've measured it at
fourteen and a half feet and up to 14 inches
wide. It probably weighs at least 1] stone. It
could kill a child by wrapping itself around it
and suffocating it. We don't know whether it
simply got too big for someone to look after
and they let it go free or it escaped.”

Inspector Hartley said the snake's size
indicated it had been well cared for even
though it would have devoured around two
dozen dead mice or day-old chicks a day. He
said Burmese Pythons were relatively common
pets but usually reached only about six feet in
captivity. The CFZ are not known for joining
in campaigns to get anything banned. On the
whole we tend to believe that there are too
many government departments telling us not to
do things already. However, following our
own unfortunate experiences with a Burmese
python, we would strongly support any moves
to redefine the terms of the Dangerous Wild
Animals Act, to include these creatures.

0\“

TonsERVATION
KAKAPO KAPERS

On February 18" 2002 Reuters announced the
excellent news that there has been a population
explosion amongst one of the world's rarest
and strangest birds. The kakapo — a flightless
nocturnal parrot from New Zealand had a
record egg-laying season. At the time there
were only 62 of the birds left in the world —
mostly on the remote Codfish Island, a wind-
swept predator-free islet of less than five
square km (two square miles) near Stewart
Island in New Zealand's deep south.

Department of Conservation (DOC) staffs
discovered 52 kakapo eggs and were hopeful that
at least 50 per cent of them would hatch.

Previously, no kakapo egg had been found for
three years and some of the nesting birds had not
laid for more than 20 years.

TO BECOME EXTINCT ONCE
IS UNFORTUNATE - TO
BECOME EXTINCT TWICE
LOOKS LIKE CARELESSNESS

It’s bad news for one of Britain's most
extraordinary game birds, warned The Guardian
on August 7th, 2002.

The capercaillie — a turkey sized protected
species was hunted to extinction in the United
Kingdom in the latter part of the 18th Century,
but was reintroduced nearly a hundred years
later. However, numbers, of the capercaillie have
sunk to less than 1,000 from 20,000 15 years
ago.

Warm and wet summers in Scots pine forests
mean capercaillie chicks running across the
forest floor die from the damp on cold nights.
Despite being heavily protected and efforts being
made to recreate the best pine wood habitats, the
capercaillie has continued to decline. Since it
survives in Siberia, it is the damp rather than
cold that is causing the problem.

EXTINCTION WATCH

The extraordinary biodiversity of a finch species
on the Galapagos Islands provided one of the
biggest clues to Charles Darwin whilst he was
formulating his theory of evolution.

These tiny birds have become icons for global
biodiversity, but according to BBC News Online
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on 8 November 2002, many of these species
are facing imminent extinction due to the
predations of the larvae of parasitic flies.

On the same day The Guardian announced the
imminent extinction of the Iberian Lynx, the
largest felid in western Europe. Four years
ago, official estimates of the number of wild
specimens numbered 1,000. Now experts
agree that there were probably now fewer than
200 left.

The Sumatran Tiger is also facing extinction.
The Indonesian government says 33 tigers are
slaughtered each year. If the killings continue
the remaining 500 tigers on Sumatra will be
gone by 2014.

WOMB WITH A
VIEW

The Electronic Telegraph (27/09/2002)
reported that new technology, and ovary
transplants could help save the northern hairy-
nosed wombat from extinction. Dingo attacks.
loss of native grasses on which they feed,
and competition from kangaroos and rabbits.
this  wombat is arguably  Australia's
most endangered mammal.

Only about 100 survive in a square mile of

Epping Forest National Park. Queensland.

A spokcsman is quoted as saying: "He ure
Aenografting common wombat ovarian tissue
into rodents to see if we can grow eggs from
these specles ... and hopejully jeriilise them.

The next step would be to take ovarian tissue
from the northern hairy nosed wombat,
wenografi it into a rai 10 produce eggs jor
Sertilisation sperm from the  NTIN
wombat, and transfer the embrvos into a

with

surrogate NHN wombat (ora closely related
surrogate mother, for instance a common
wombat."”

OZARK MOUNTAIN
DAREDEVILS

A tiny snail, no bigger than a grain of sand,
which lives only in one cave in the Ozark
mountains has been placed on the federal
cndangered species list.

It is hoped that making the list will help the
cavesnail rcbound from a stcady decline he
blames on water pollution.

Naming the cavesnail to what is known as the
"standard" Endangered Species Act is expected
to start a 12-month planning process involving
surveying the cavesnail's habitat and testing
water quality.

Although the effort is aimed at the tiny snail.
some of the research could point out how minor
environmental changes, such as overgrazing or
have wider cffcets cven in

defurestation, can
undeveloped, rural areas.
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And finally
Richard....

We are used to reports of the British
Government squandering public money on
pointless projects such as the Millennium
Dome, but the news item printed in The
Guardian on September 27, 2002, really takes
the (disco) biscuit. An ongoing series of trials
has proved that giving ecstasy (MDMA) to
baboons is not a good idea! The trials show
that the monkeys started showing symptoms of
decreased higher brain functions, and
increased aggression. Well Duh!!!

We contacted the DofE for comments but they
were unwilling to speak to us. “Nice one
Geezer” a spokesman didn’t say, nor did he
claim to be sorted for E's and whiz.

obituaries

Raymond L. Wallace
Bigfoot Story Teller
(1919-2002)

Ray Wallace was a building contractor whose
company was building a new road through
northern California in 1958 when the first large
the footprints were discovered by his
employee Jerry Crew. He made the first
plaster-casts of these prints, and so the
Bigfoot legend was born. Although there had
been accounts of giant hairy man beasts
across North America ever since the first
European settlers arrived, and indeed
Sasquatch is a well-known icon in the
mythology of several Native American tribes,
it was not unti Wallace and his cronies
publicised their discovery that the legend
entered the public consciousness.

Wallace was an inveterate prankster.
According to Loren Coleman: “Allegedly, late
in the 1950s, for example, Wallace offered to
sell Texas millionaire Tom Slick a captured
Bigfoot. Wallace failed to produce the
creature when Slick came up with an offer”,
and it is indisputable that he was involved in
the more dubious areas of Bigfoot research,
which bordered upon farce, for much of the
rest of his life.

As Loren Coleman wrote: “Ray Wallace
added an intriguing, mostly harmless story-
telling element to the otherwise often serious
pursuit of Bigfoot”. He enriched the subject in
much the same way as Tony Shiels has
enriched the world of monster hunting in the
United Kingdom. The world will be a poorer
place without him.

Ray Wallace was interred at the Lone Hill
Cemetery in Toledo, Washington State, on
November 30, 2002.
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pbituaries

Quentin Rose

In the autumn ot 2000, | worked on a
BBC documentary show, filmed in the
tiny Welsh village of Trellech where
there had been an alleged big cat
attack upon a local child.

One of the other main contributors
was Quentin Rose. | must admit that |
was wary when | tirst met him - | had
heard so much nonsense spoken
about him, that, | had not been
impressed.

However, when | met him, | was very
pleasantly surprised. He was a decent,
intelligent, man and he told me how
appalled he was about the rumours,
which had circulated about him. We
made plans o collaborale again in the
future. Sadly this was not to be.

Quentin sadly died ot septicemia n
early October.

Quentin had been a zookeeper looking
dfter big cats in a number of zoos. He
then iived for several years with Indian
tribes in the Canadian arctic where he
acquired his trapping skills. He was
also very concerned about the welfare
of wild animals and had been
developing a leg ‘cutt’ snare, designed
to avoid some of the injuries, which
snares cdrn cause.

In a genre full of charlatans, he was a
welcome breath ot tresh air and will be
missed by all.

In this issue of Animals &
Men we also say goodbye to:

JOE STRUMMER. The guitarist
and songwriter with The Clash who
was one of the few truly ethical
rock musicians in a business not
exactly known for its moral fibre.
His “bullshit detector’ remains
switched on at the CFZ. He was
fifty years old.

VIRGINIA HEINLEIN: The widow
of the author of Strangerin a
Strange Land joined her husband
soon after Christmas. She was the
inspiration for many of his most
memorable female characters, and
less well-known - she was the
person responsible tor introducing
her husband to the realms of
forteana.

GERTRUDE JANEWAY: The last
widow of a Union Soldier from the
American Civil War died in the log
cabin where she had lived since
1933. She was just sixteen when
she married her late husband who
was in his mid 70s at the time. She
was 93.

SAM LEWIS: As possibly the
world's only armadillo wrangler,
Sam Lewis was a legend in Texas.
In 1951 after a spell in the USAAF
and some time spent selling pizzas
he had the bright idea of organising
armadillo races and owned an
armadiiio ranch. He died aged 80,
in San Antonio, TX.
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WHAT’S NEW
PUSSY CAT?

Due to popular demand, we have instituted a
new section in Animals & Men. Over the last
couple of years, we have received repeated
requests for more coverage of alien big cats
[ABC's]. To be quite honest, the internecine
politics of the British Big Cat Research world
have put us off somewhat, and rather than get
embroiled in the vicious infighting which
threatens, often, to make ABC research into
something more resembling one of the less
salubrious suburbs of Beirut, we have broadly
left the sub ject alone.

As we enter our second decade, we decided
that as the largest Cryptozoological research
organisation in the world, we had a duty both
to our readers, ourselves and to the community
at large to start becoming more involved in the
research into ABC's around the world. As the
CFZ trundles on slowly into the 21st century,
we plan to expand in all sorts of directions.
This new section of the magazine is, the
humblest of beginnings for a planned ABC
Study Group within the CFZ. Comments and
suggestions for how this semi-autonomous
study group should proceed will be gratefully
received.

We have no intention of getting involved in
politicising. It is probably the reason that we
have survived so long, and we have no
intention starting now. Over the years, with the

exception of Jan Ove Sundberg we have not
seriously fallen out with anybody.

The CFZ has always been non-partisan and will
remain so. Members of many of the different
factions of British Big Cat researchers are
amongst our subscribers, and are also amongst
our personal friends. We intend to keep it that
way. JID

A PLETHORA OF PUSSYCATS

We are always amazed at the sheer volume of
British ABC reports that arrive in our mail. It
would be a thankless, and frankly impossible
task to try and catalogue all of the Big Cat
reports over a given period. Over the last year we
have been working together with environmental
ecologist Alaine Matheison in an attempt to
produce a definitive listing of West Country
ABC Sightings. Animals & Men subscriber,
Marcus Matthews has produced an enormous
three-volume listing of big cat sightings in the
UK up to 1990. Hopefully they will be published
very soon.

We shall, therefore, limit ourselves to those news
reports, which provide certain points of interest
to the readers of this magazine, rather than a
vague accounts of a catlike animal and running
across the road in front of a car.
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e Lake District

The Westmorland Gazette of Tuesday 14th
January 2003 told the story of Rosemary
Wilson, (17). a sixth form pupil at Dallam
School, Milnthorpe. who saw a cat which she
described as being three feet long, on a piece
of rough ground bordered by woodland
between Fell End and Beetham caravan parks.
She described how she had watched the
animal walking in her direction for about ten
seconds before it disappeared in the hedge.
This is typical of most of the reports we
receive at the CFZ. It tells us practically
nothing. and although the newspaper report
went on to describe the animal as being like a
Pumia. years of bad experiences have proven to
us that regional newspaper correspondents are
nat always right at the top of the food chain,
and use the words Panther. Puma. Lioness.
and Lynx as if a they are all synonyms for the
same creature.

)
o ‘ «" .
; £a :i‘z L

Pha o W

radai

They blithely ignore the fact that the largest
lynx only achieves a length of 48 inches,
where the largest leopard can reach a length
of at least 9.6 feet.

e Wales

Events in Wales, however, were far more
dramatic. Newspaper reports (in the Shropshire
Star). on 16th January quoted Dyfed Powys
police as saying that they were investigating a
“possible fifth sighting of the mystery panther-
like beast believed to be roaming the Mid Wales
countrvside . As. apparently the major piece of
evidence for this was that “a woman spotted an
animal prowling around her back garden in
Llanedi which was reported to be bigger than
her cat but smaller than her dog”. we find it
hard to understand why a detachment of armed
police otTicers had been sent to the scene.

Northampton:

This photograph was printed in several

newspapers around the Midlands just betfore Christmas. There
had been a number of big cat sightings in the area. and it was
hypothesised that the footprints in the photographs were those of
one of the mystery moggices. Looking at them. as we were
putting this issue of the magazine together Richard Freeman said
that they are probably those ot a dog. although the pictures are
really too blurry to make a conclusive identification.
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the sighting was still unsubstantiated and
officers at the scene had seen nothing although
“it may have fled before their arrival.”

A post mortem on a whippet — alleged to be a
victim of the big cat - confirmed it was killed
by a 'large predator' but at the time of going to
press, police are still awaiting the results of
further DNA tests on hairs found in the dog's
mouth. Events had started becoming exciting
the previous week when, 17 miles north of
Llanedi, in Llangadog, the creature was
believed to have savagely killed a pensioner's
dog.

Photographs of some very dubious looking
paw-prints found at the scene and reproduced
in the Daily Mail (incidentally they the
newspaper which published those even more
dubious Loch Ness pictures last year) were
identified by CFZ Zoologist Richard Freeman
as those of a large dog.

However, the following day, the South Wales
Argus reported that “Goytre man Kevin
Phillips hopes he has evidence which may
prove the existence of a big cat in Gwent.”
One hopes sincerely that this is a description
of a place where he lives, rather than a
somewhat pejorative description of his medical
condition.

Mr Phillips, who owns a smallholding on the
mountains between Blaenavon and Aberga-
venny, took a plaster cast and photographs of
what he believes to be a big cat's footprint.
Unfortunately this news item arrived to us over
the Internet and if there were any photographs
accompanying the article we have not seen
them. It is probably not fair to comment any
further, especially as the news item goes on to
mention the alleged attack in 2000 on
schoolboy, Josh Hopkins who said he had
been attacked by a panther-type animal which
clawed his face.

Jon visited the small town of Trellech within
days of the attack, and the fact that there are libel
laws in this country, preclude us from
commenting further on the case. Sufficient to say
that we are not prepared to include that particular
incident as a bona fide account of a British big
cat attack.

The Welsh police really went to town on this
incident, and a number of newspapers reported
how teams of armed police continued to stake
out the farm where the dog had been killed.
Police warned the public and farmers not to
search for the puma-like cat. Only four months
before Gwent Police used two helicopters
equipped with thermal-imaging cameras to
search for a similar beast reported on farmland
near Newport.

Farmers working in the area were urged to patrol
in pairs and to carry powerful torches as a way of
protecting themselves from possible attack.
Every big cat pundit in the country was
interviewed - various members of the CFZ and
our supporters became regular fixtures on radio
news programmes, and Neil Arnold - one of the
most enthusiastic young researchers in the
country (and a regular contributor to this
magazine) - appeared on Sky News with some
very convincing plaster-casts and video
evidence. He can be found expanding on ever
this latest evidence on the Kent Big Cat search in
the latest edition of the CFZ Yearbook.

One newspaper even managed the outstanding
feat of quoting Quentin Rose. This piece of
journalism was remarkable because Quentin had
died some weeks before.

On 10™ January more sightings were reported in
Ffairfach - around 10 miles from Llangadog, said
a Dyfed Powys Police spokesman. "It was seen
at around mid-day about 10 or 12 miles south of
the original location”. The spokesman said a
milk tanker driver who was collecting milk from
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a farm reported the sighting. Police had by
now changed tactics - they had switched from
static observation in Llangadog to a mobile-
armed response with armed officers in patrol
cars.

At the time of writing (24™ January), the
creature was still at large.

e Gloucestershire

It would probably be cynical of us to suggest
that rising crime figures and a culture where
the Police are under continual attack from the
media has prompted the remarkable surge of
police involvement in big cat investigations
across the UK in recent months. Although, at
no time reaching the bizarre heights of the
events recounted above where police
marksmen were deployed across Central
Wales like Scud missiles in Baghdad, the
Gloucestershire Constabulary got in on the act
in November.

The Gloucestershire Echo on 7th November
2002, proudly announced that “POLICE ARE
READY FOR THE BEASTS”. On hearing
this news, CFZ spokesman Richard Freeman
clicked his tongue and said “Mmmmmm [ bet
they are!” The newspaper report went on to
announce that “Police have come up with a
plan to track down and catch the elusive big
cat, which many believe stalks the county.”

However, when you actually read the
newspaper piece in question, it is difficult to
discern any radical new policies.

They interviewed Mark Robson - one of the
county police's wildlife officers. He is quoted
as saying "We \basically arrange for
statements to be taken from people to see if
they are credible and to see what they have
seen. Within a very short period of time we

would have taken steps to call people in. What
we don't want to do is to be caught out and have
the public put at risk."

However this is what every wildlife officer in the
country does, and has done for many years. Is
this a case of a newspaper having to make up an
interesting story just to compete for a more
interesting one taking place just over the border.
It looks that way to us.

e Shropshire

The reason tat we are the Centre for Fortean
Zoology, rather than the Centre for
Cryptozoology is that, from a young age all the
core members of the Faculty realized that the
universal works far more in tune to the concepts
outlined by Charlie Fort nearly a century ago,
than it does to the more orthodox ways suggested
by modern science. Forteans have long noted
that phenomena happen in waves. We believe
that the apparent militancy amongst the British
ABC population is one of these waves. For years
there have been report of big cats in the British
countryside. Yes, occasionally, some of them
have been accused of violent acts towards
people, livestock, or even Range Rovers, but
never so much as in the last three months.

The Shropshire Star on November 26, 2002
reported a gruesome incident where a car was
attacked near Ludlow. The owners of the car, and
indeed the police, believed that the blood, which
had been found on a Rover 400, which had been
"trashed" overnight was that of a big cat. A
domestic moggy belonging to the owner had also
disappeared. The car's wings were dented and
chewed, a plastic feature running along the
bumper was ripped off and the bumper and
mudflaps were also chewed. However, forensic
tests proved that the blood was from a domestic
dog. Why the dog had attacked a perfectly
innocent Rover 400 remains a mystery, although
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the Lexilink between doggies and the Rover is
an irresistible one. It just shows that in the
same way that Arab extremists are blamed for
everything and anything that goes wrong in the
big wide world, in middle England the latest
bugbear or scapegoat is the mysterious black
cat.

e Scotland

Friday 13th December was indeed an ill-fated
day for a lynx, which escaped from a wildlife
park in Scotland. After several weeks on the
run it was recaptured. It had escaped from
Kirkcudbright Wildlife Park in Dumfries and
Galloway on November 25. It is interesting to
note how quickly it was recaptured when one
considers the recent controversy about alleged
lynx reintroductions, both illegal and legal in
Scotland. Wildlife park officials believe the
lynx stayed in the local area during its period
of freedom.

However the Glasgow Herald announced on
Boxing Day that “Police officers reported they
may have seen a 3ft tall animal with a dark
coat, piercing yellow eyes, and a long black
tail on waste ground near the railway line in
Ardrossan, after they responded to calls from
residents.” Unlike their counterparts in
England and Wales, Androssan’s finest
responded to the situation without any actions,
which could lead them, are to be accused of
over-reacting. A few hours after the alerts
Ardrossan police station reported that they had
received no more sightings and were not
pursuing the matter.

George Redpath, 58, a former Police Officer,
said: "While there have been no more reports
about the animal seen at Ardrossan that is not
unusual. From the screeching sounds, it may
have been a female puma looking for a mate.
It is the only cat, which screams. The territory

may be as much as 20 square miles, so if the
animal was disturbed it could have moved away
very quickly to lie up."

However it didn’t take long for the Scottish
newspapers to begin to demonise the poor
creature. Only 24 hours later The Scottish Herald
was describing the “big cat that terrified
residents of a coastal town”. They were referring
to the same reports, but now the timid puma had
been transmogrified into a ravening daemon.
There are times that I am not proud to be a
journalist.

e Cornwall

Undoubtedly the funniest ABC report of the year
appeared in the Western Morning News on
Boxing Day, when the RSPCA announced their
list of the top-ten funniest calls of the year.
Apparently an unnamed woman on Bodmin
Moor had telephoned them in a panic. She
claimed that the beast of Bodmin was laying
siege to her house. She claimed that she was
trapped indoors because a black cat-like creature
had been crouching on her doorstep for 24 hours.
The skulking beast turned out to be a delivery of
phone directories in a black plastic bag.

UNITED STATES

Unlike the United Kingdom, our cousins
across the "herring pond’ have several
species of large felid living in various parts
of the country.

Of particular interest to cryptozoologists,

however, are sightings of animals, which do
not seem to refer to any known species.

e TEXAS

Our Texas Correspondent, Chester Moore Jr is a
fine naturalist,

and writes a column for a




Animady & Mewnw #29

newspaper in Port Arthur. On Thursday,
November 21, he reported on a series of big
cat sightings in the area. In November there
were a number of sightings of both pumas and
"black panthers". Chester wrote:

“Paul Hampton of Nederland reported two
occurrences at a golf course in Beaumont.
‘About two years ago, my golfing buddy and [
had just teed off number 11 hole when we saw
a small cat crossing the fairway. My first
impression was that of a large house cat, but
the unusual colour of the animal told me no
way. It was not black, but a very deep, dark
brown,” Hampton said. °| saw no tail but
Kelly said he saw a long tail tucked between
the legs. It did not run across, but sort of
ambled along as if it were used to seeing
people,” he added

The second sighting occurred earlier this
year.

‘We were in the parking lot loading our golf
bags on the carts. My partner Kelly spotted
the animal crossing the entrance road to the
course and alerted me. This animal was again
very dark coloured but larger than the first
sighting. | would say it was about three feet
long and had a tail about the same length, low
slung, and could have weighted between forty
to sixty pounds. Again, it crossed the road at a
leisurely pace. | have talked to at least two
other golfers that have spotted animals of this
description,* Hampton said.”

Unlike many of his British counterparts, who
would no doubt, have made the most
ridiculous suggestions as to these animals
identity, Chester is very matter-of-fact. Despite
the fact that many zoologists believe that
pumas are extinct in this part of Texas, Chester
is convinced that they are not. He has seen
them, and knows that they still exist. However,
he is faced with the same dilemma that British

ABC researchers have to deal with. There ain’t
no such thing as a black puma. So what are the
Panthers reported in the district? Chester has two
suggestions. He hypothesises that many of them
are darker colour variations of a Puma, and also
suggests that the Jaguarundi — another cat species
may be more common than has otherwise been
thought. Chester's groundbreaking work in
identifying a population of the red wolf - long
thought extinct in Texas - has given zoologists
much cause for though. It would be an unwise
man who would ignore the research of this
remarkable man.

e GEORGIA

The Daily Herald (Henry County, GA), on
November 9th, 2002 reported a sighting of a
large felid in Clayton County. Paddy Sharma and
her family saw the big cat while they were eating
breakfast. She grabbed a video camera so she
could use the zoom lens to get a better look at
the animal, and apparently the resulting video
“showed a feline that may stand about 3-foot 6-
inches at the shoulder and was more than five
Jeet long. lts fur was orange or tan, with a long
striped tail and white fur around its mouth and
chest. It also left tracks in the mud in the
Sharmas' yard that were three to four inches in
diameter and indicated a very long stride.”
However, as always seems to be the case, neither
the photographs of the pugmarks or stills from
the video have reached the CFZ.

"Originally I thought maybe it was a lynx," said
Clayton County Animal Control Capt. Toni
Tidwell. However the fact that the animal had a
long, striped tail, and also the fact that lynx are
not found in Georgia, puts a bit of a kibosh on
this suggestion. The bobcat, is, however found in
the state, but it too has no tail. Tidwell made a
cursory search of the Internet where she found
Web sites about breeds like the Desert Lynx.
Also known as the Highland Lynx these are
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introgressive hybrids between bobcats and
domestic cats. However, as far as the CFZ are
able to ascertain, these too are blessed with
short tails. Neither bobcats nor any hybrid of
the species would reach anything like the size
described by Paddy Sharma.

However the story does not end here. Five
days later WSB-TV News from Atlanta,
Georgia carried a particularly interesting news
item. The amusingly named Alan Wang of
Channel 2 Action News announced that some
of the state's top animal experts were trying to
identify a large cat-like creature caught on
videotape. This is presumably the same tape
shot by Paddy Sharma. However it seemed as
though that the animal has been seen on at
least one other occasion in the same
neighbourhood. ~ What is  particularly
interesting are the interpretations by various
experts who have apparently viewed the tape:

e  After viewing the videotape, Dwight
Lawson, who oversees the carnivores
at Zoo Atlanta, believes it's a caracal,
the largest of the small variety of
African wildcats. "If you look at the
facial markings when you get a
profile, you see the stripes and the
white on the side of the head. It's
probably 35 to 50 pounds -something
in that range," he said, adding that it
should not prove a threat to humans,
but small rodents, reptiles and birds.

. Department of Natural Resources
biologist Scott Frazier says he thinks
the cat's bigger and more dangerous.
"Maybe 80 to 100 pounds --
something in that range,” he said.

He then went on to contradict himself.
claiming that that it was a hybrid between
a tiger and a lion which can grow up to
500 pounds in weight. The CI'Z are often
accused of cynicism, but it is difticult not
to be cynical when two such eminent

members of the community can interpret the
same piece of videotape in such radically
different ways. We wait with baited breath
to see what will happen next.

AUSTRALIA

The Eyre Peninsula Tribune on Wednesday, 20
November 2002 reported the appearance of a
giant black cat in the vicinity of Mangalo in
South Australia. Two farmers Tony King and
Lachlan Caddy are sure that they have
encountered a giant cat. Tony said the cat had
five sheep huddled together and was pacing
around them in decreasing circles as if it was
about ready to attack one. "/t was pacing around
them and then it must have heard Lachlan's car
pull up and it started to take off," Tony said.
They described an animal at least as high as the
sheep that it was stalking and which was jet-
black. The two farmers saw the mysterious
creature on at least two occasions in early
November.

Tony said he hung a dead kangaroo from a tree
with chains to make it nearly impossible for
foxes to take it away, but this was ripped from
the chains when he went back to check on it.
Lachlan and Tony found prints, which were
believed to be from the cat, and took plaster casts
of them. “Unfortunately the casts didn't turn out
all that well because the prints were in a quite
sandyv area and had lost most of their form when
the casts were taken.” Needless to say the
photographs of the plaster casts didn't reach as
far as the CFZ oftice, although they did get to
the South Australian Museum in Adelaide where
Discovery Centre Supervisor Mike Gemmell
said: "There's really nothing to suggest it's a cat
or it isn't from the casts". There really is nothing
else one can say to that.

Also in Oz towards the end of last year there
were reports that a panther had been shot near
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Healesville, east of Melbourne. As far as we
know, this incident never made the transition
from rumour to news.

The Herald Sun (Melbourne) 13.12.02
reported the resurgence of another semi
legendary Australian big cat. Farmer Ron
Jones claims that the legendary big cat that has
eluded hunters and for photographers for 50
years killed and partially ate a heifer on his
South Gippsland farm. "I've seen about a
dozen of them now . . . when they're sitting on
their backsides they're about three foot six
from the ground to the top of the head,” he
told ABC radio - providing yet another
lexilink for those impressed by such things.
"When they take off they sort of go in big
loping bounds. They cover about 20 feet every
bound -- they're about eight feet, roughly,
from the tip of their nose to the end of their
tail.”

Having shot at the mystery beast several times.
Mr Jones said it was unmistakably [eline.
"It's definitely a cat the way it moves,” he said.

CANADA (New Brunswick)

The New Brunswick [lelegraph Jowrnal
reported at the end ot 2002 that a mysterious
large black cat had been seen in the Miramchi
arca. “Barry Campbell is convinced that the
sleek. black animal he saw lurking around his
property  was an black panther.
Whether it was or not is vet to be proven,
since the animals are extremelv rare in New
Brunswick so rare they're widely believed to

castern

he extinct and passed on into the world of

awnth ™

There's so much wrong with that statement
that it 1s very ditticult to know where to begin.
Panthers. “as any fule kno'. are the melanistic
form of the leopard - a species not lound n
North America. The Fastern puma. a creature

regarded by many as extinct. but by some
cryptozoologists as an animal desperately
clawing its way back from the brink is a sub-
species which, as reported elsewhere in this
section of the magazine does not exhibit any
black colour morphs.

Barry and his brother Peter had been going back
to work after lunch when they saw something
dark sauntering along in the distance. "/ just saw
a black cougar,” Campbell said. " It was a big
black cat with a big, long tail. My brother
spotted it and we watched it for about 10 or 15
minutes”, Campbell said. "It was walking across
the field at the top by the woods."

According to the original newspaper report
Campbell used the scope on his rifle to watch the
animal as it continued to stroll along to his
neighbour's land. This does make one wonder
why Campbell was carrying a rifle during his
lunch break. Perhaps it is better not to ask. Brian
Hatch, regional director for the Miramichi
Department of Natural Resources and Energy
(DNREL). says Campbell reported the sighting
that day. "He mentioned the sighting so the
rangers asked him to fill out a form, The eastern
panther is considered endangered and may be
exttnct, so we have a system where we do follow-
up on reports.”

WHITE CAT FEVER

Just after Christmas various Scottish newspapers
reported sightings of what was claimed to be an
albino big cat.  John Smith and his wife Violet
spotted the beast in a field near their home at
Cardrona, Peeblesshire. John was lucky enough
to be able to film the creature. and the stills

reproduced here were taken from the lootage.
Experts are divided as to what this video shows.
Whereas some people are claiming that this piece
of film shows an albino puma - an animal. which
as far as we're aware has never, been reported
before - others are less certain. The CFZ have
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not been able to see the original film footage
but zoologist Richard Freeman, has suggested
that it probably shows an Arctic fox, or even
more prosaically a domestic dog of a breed a
similar to the Sammoyed.

Those who claim that it shows an albino puma.
assert this as supportive evidence that the genc
pool of British pumadom is beccoming seriously
depleted and is therefore producing striking
anomalics.

The CFZ do not wish to comment further until
we have scen the film for ourselves. Mark Fraser
assures us that the film (which he has only seen
on a single occasion) is far more impressive than
the stills reproduced here.

ol Mark is a rescarcher for whom we have the

: “~ . . . pgreatest respect, and therefore, despite our better
- - . « judgment. we have a sneaking suspicion that this
s : mystery may cventually bear fruit.

We are always looking for more news items and for people
willing to become CFZ Regional Representatives. If you fancy
taking on the onerous task then feel free to contact Jon at the

editorial address

- |
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CAT CARCASSE? s Wl

Again we are indebted to Mark Fraser for the
following story. He forwarded on this e-mail:

Hi Mark,

1 hope you don't mind my sending you some
photographs? They are quite gruesome, I'm
afraid. My boyfirriend found this corpse where
he is working and thought it could be a big
cat. He has lain a metrestick alongside the
bodv as a size comparison. Personally, I'm
not sure about the teeth, but I'm no expert. He
suys the coat has spots on it but I find it
difficult to discern the markings. One of his
colleagues also believes it to be a cat - but
'not a moggy’', as he put it.

[ apologise if | am wasting your time, but we
have, in the past, had experience of big cats
and are extremely interested in these
wonderful creatures. We love visiting your
site, it s excellent, please keep up the good
work.

Yours faithfully,

Lizzie

Having cxamined the picturces closcly, Richard
Freeman concludes that although the double
crowned teeth are indicative that the animal
was a carnivore, the corpse is far too
decomposed for him to be able to give a
definitive identification

P. TR

INSERT (LEFT)
Here you can see a pointed canine and either a
molar or premolar, which has a double crown.
These are only found in the order carnivora.

LI
1)
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BIGFOOT:
ALIVE AND
KICKING

“Bigfoot is dead!” screamed newspapers
across the globe in December of 2002.
The story went something like this: In
August 1958, huge footprints were found
in the forests of Humboldt County,
California, by bulldozer operator Jerry
Crew, who worked for a man named Ray
L. Wallace.

The story reached the Humboldt Times
newspaper, which reported the details of
Crew's discovery in a front-page feature.
Bigfoot, North America’s legendary ape-
man, was officially born. In a situation that
has generated a veritable mountain of
controversy, however, the family of Ray L.
Wallace now says that Wallace himself
was responsible for creating the footprints

and, later, other “evidence” (such as faked
photographs and film footage) that kept the
legend alive for more than forty years.

The media has been largely content to
accept the statement of the Wallace family
without criticism. Monster-hunters scoff,
however, and note that reports of giant,
hairy creatures roaming the forests of North
America can be found in Native American
Indian legends that date back centuries. Is
Bigfoot really dead? Does this mark the end
of the road for the hairy beast and perhaps
even the wider discipline of cryptozoology?
Hardly. A perusal of data collated by myself
shows that, in reality, the exact opposite is
the case and interest in cryptozoology and
Bigfoot in the USA is, today, at a very
welcome high — as indeed are sightings of
the mysterious and elusive beasts. Consider
the following — all of which has surfaced in
the last two months.

On 23 October 2002, the Mohave Daily
News of Bullhead City, Arizona, published a
story concerning the sighting of an “ape-like
creature” seen in the Bullhead area crossing
Arizona's Highway 95. “We are not fanatics
that wear aluminium hats or anything like
that,” said Brad Mortensen, an investigator
for the Bigfoot Field Research Organization
that investigated the report. Mortensen (who
had his own encounter in 1997 at Rice
Lake, Wisconsin) further advised the
newspaper that 14 such reports had been
filed with the BFRO from Arizona.

One week later, the Dallas-Fort Worth Star
Telegram newspaper published a major
feature on the work of the Dallas-based
Texas Bigfoot Research Centre. As the
newspaper revealed, the search for the
Texas equivalent of America’s most famous
man-beast began in earnest in the late
1960s, after several sightings of large ape-
like creatures were made in Fouke,
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Arkansas, 15 miles southeast of
Texarkana (there have, however, been
sporadic reports of similar animals seen in
decades gone by — such as the tale of the
Wild Woman of the Navidad as related in
the last issue of this magazine). And it
was these accounts that led to the
production of the 1972 docu-drama The
Legend of Boggy Creek.

The newspaper also revealed the
intriguing fact that sightings of Bigfoot-
style beasts were still reaching the TBRC
on a regular basis. In the spring of 2000, it
was stated that a couple driving between
Lufkin and Longview reported seeing an
8-foot tall auburn-colored creature walking
out of the nearby woods.

Late autumn 2001 saw a report surface
from the Marshall area of the state of a
seven-foot-tall ape-like animal carrying
the hindquarter of a deer.

And in the summer of 2002 the latest of
several reports from the Pat Mayse Lake
area north of Paris, Texas, surfaced when
“a creature similar to a gonlla” was
witnessed at the edge of a property that
backed onto a nearby forest.

Twenty-four hours after the above-story
was published, the USA Today
newspaper published its own, feature-
length piece on Bigfoot and those for
whom pursuit of the creature is a passion.

“I've gone from being a raving skeptic to
being curiously receptive,” said Robert
Benson, director of the Centre for
Bioacoustics in Texas and who appears in
a new documentary, Sasquatch: Legend
Meets Science (that airs in January on the
Discovery Channel), critiquing alleged
audiotapes of “Bigfoot calls.”

USA Today also cited the testimony of Jeff
Meldrum, associate professor of anatomy
and anthropology at Idaho State University.

Once a skeptic,c, Meldrum was in
Washington State in 1996 when he viewed
literally dozens of large, anomalous
footprints and “felt the hair stand up on my
neck.”

The producer of the documentary, Doug
Hajicek, is reluctant to give away too many
of the show’s revelations before it airs, but
he does state: “Ill tell you why this
fascinates people. We're the only bipeds
here. Imagine the primordial fear a
competing biped species produces.”

And still the controversy continues: two
weeks ago | was given details of a report of
a Bigfoot-like creature seen in 2000 in the
town of Nederland, Texas, where | now live.

Then only seven days ago | wrote an article
for the Wolverhampton, Express & Star
newspaper on the so-called Man-Monkey —
a spectral ape-man seen near the Midlands
town of Ranton in the late 1800'’s.

What was most intriguing was the fact that
the latter article brought forth two accounts
from people who claim to have seen similar
animals in the region today.

| hope to be able to provide details for you
of all of these cases in the next issue of
Animals & Men.

But as the above-reports and newspaper
features make abundantly clear, despite the
breaking and on-going  controversy
surrounding the Ray L. Wallace affair,
Bigfoot (and interest in the beast) continues
to live on.
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creature
feature

4

Expedition Report: BHM Reports
in Northumberland

THE HUNT
FOR THE
BOLAM
“‘BEAST”

A PRELIMINARY REPORT.
17-21st January 2003

NOTE: This is an extension of the preliminary
report that we placed on our website within
days of our return from Northumberland. We
will be receiving more photographs and sketch
maps over the next days and weeks, and will
also have finished transcribing the witness
interview tapes.

This is only the beginning of what is planned to
be a year long investigation into the current flap
of British BHM Phenomena, and the results will
eventually be published in book form either
towards the end of this year, or the beginning of
2004.

There are references to the death of Ray Wallace,
and to the subsequent media furore in. several
parts of this magazine. It is the subject of Nick
Redfern's column, several news items and took
Wallace's obituary itself. As Nick reports,
newspapers across the world claimed that
Bigfoot was dead. It is almost as if the global
spirit of 'Bigfoot™ decided to stick two fingers up
at the world media, and proclaim its continued
existence in as dramatic a manner as possible!

The Centre for Fortean Zoology has long been
interested in British BHM reports. Over the years
we have collected a fair amount of data on the
subject, and have been vaguely meaning to do
something about it for a long time. Within days
of the announcement of Wallace's death, the first
reports of what was to become the biggest Flap
of BHM report in British history started to arrive
at CFZ HQ. For various logistical and social
reasons, the CFZ, like many other organisations,
goes into standby mode over what is
euphemistically known as the festive season.

Richard usually goes back to the Midlands for a
fortnight to visit his family, John and Graham
have time off, leaving Jon, Lisa and the CFZ dog
to man the offices. Usually very little happens at
this time of year, and there is next to nothing to
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report when the CFZ posse reconvenes early
in the New Year.

On this occasion, however there was a whole
dossicr of information rcady for them on their
return. and it did not take any persuading at all
for the CFZ crew to agree - in principle - to an
expedition up to one of the BHM hot spots
some time in the early spring. The subject of
this planned expedition was the main item on
the agenda of the first CFZ board meeting of
the year.

However, even as we spoke and made plans
for a planned trip in March, a handful of new
sightings from the Bolam Lake area of
Northumberland arrived in our email in-box.
When faced with an opportune like this, there
was only one thing we could do. We made
plans for an almost immediate expedition to
Northumberland, to investigate the sightings
for ourselves.

We liaised with Geoff Lincoln, an absolutely
invaluable researcher. We gave him our
planned arrival time, and asked him up to see
if any of the eyewitnesses would be prepared
to speak to us. Much to our delight five out of
six were. [ think it should be noted, here, that
the 6th is a soldier and with the burgeoning
situation in the Middle East spiraling rapidly
out of control, it would be completely
unreasonable to expect a serving military man
to be at the beck and call of four loonies from
the CFZ.

Serendipitously, we were able to stay at a
house owned by our Co. Durham represen-
tative, David Curtis. He and his wife Joanne
were absolutely fantastic all the way through
our sojourn in the North. The only sad thing
about our stay with them, was that Davy had
to work most of the time and was not able to
join us during most of our adventures.

Geoff Lincoln shows the CFZ
Team the location of the first
sighting

After a series of fairly dull misadventures, we
met Geoff Lincoln, and Dr Gail-Nina Anderson
(a member of the CFZ Board of Consultants),
and we made our way in convoy to Bolam Lake
itself. It would be nice to say that we were
overwhelmed with a spooky feeling, or that the
genius locii of the location was in some w